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task before me compared with which my previous
work at Oxford could only be regarded as child's
play."I This can well be believed when it is remem-
bered that the better-understood advantages of a
career in the Indian Civil Service diverted from the
Universities, by the middle of the nineteenth century,
many of the best students from the great English
public schools. Sir George Campbell notes that in
his term there were at Haileybury two men, who
had been head boys at Eton and Rugby respectively,
R. N. Cust and W. S. Seton-Karr. Furthermore,
the familiarity, both with the classics and with Eng-
lish literature, shown in the pages of the student
periodical at this time, The Haileybury Observer, is
remarkable. With such material as this, no wonder
need be expressed at Sir M. Monier-Williams's high
opinion of the Haileybury course of studies, and of
the excellence of the work done there.
It should be added that the standard of examina-
tion became steadily higher as the College grew, and
that the final test became, by all accounts, a really
serious matter in the latter years of Melvill's admin-
istration. It must be borne in mind, however, that
all the students in the College did not possess the
intellectual caliber of the men whose names have
been mentioned. There was plenty of incentive for
clever and industrious students in the valuable prizes
offered for proficiency in the term and at the final
examinations. But the rank and file did not, at
1 " Memorials of Old Haileybury College," pp. 75, 76.